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Agenda



Popular Solarpunk Imaginings



Noticing Some Trends…



Okay, I see what they’re doing here.



Congratulations. In 

the future, they 

discovered…parks?

What’s missing?



So, what is solarpunk? And what makes it 
punk?

What makes it “punk” is…

Intersectionalism 
(reconstructionist)

Beyond post modern 
understanding of what 

makes us human.

Anti-Neoliberal, 
Embracing anti-

exploitation 

My own definition: Solarpunk stories 
are built around the consequences of 

good ideas to systemic problems.



Viewpoint Characters in Solarpunk 
stories…

Are ethnically diverse (stepping away from the concept of race)

Delve into political & moral radicalism & reconstruction

*Know more and often have specific expertise (They may just try to science 
the fuck out of something)

Are gender and sexual orientation plurality normalizing



Eco-Fiction
Science Fiction

Climate Fiction

Fantasy

Dystopia

Speculative Genre Overlap

Solarpunk



Solarpunk Short Fiction: An Incomplete List 



Temporal Settings 
of Solarpunk

Alternate History

Woulda-coulda-shoulda if we had 
dealt with climate issues earlier

Present

Relative to publication 
of the story

Near Future

Most solarpunk stories tend to fall 
into the near future.

Distant Future

Much more inline with classical 
science fiction and advanced, 

possibly impossible technologies 
are featured. Fantastic 

Future/Past

Climate 

Disaster



Economic and Political Milieu of Ecological 
and Solarpunk Stories
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Facist Democratic

The Boston 

Hearth 

Project by 

T.X. Watson

Soylent 

Green is 

People! By 

Carlos Orsi

Breaking 

News! By  

Romeu 

Martins

The Scent of 

the Free 

Trails by 

Deji Bryce 

Olukoton

By The Time 

We Get to 

Arizona by 

Madeline 

Ashby

Caught Root 

by Julia 

K.Patt

Fyrewall by 

Stefani Cox



So, Let’s talk 
about Ursula.



Ursula K. Le Guin has a lot to say. You may not agree with it. 
She wouldn’t necessarily want you to. Answers are made to be 
questioned.

Solarpunk tries to 

answer Ursula’s 

question. How do 

you balance the yang 

in our situation? 

When yang 

becomes yin, will we 

be active

participants, 

obstacles, or 

victims?



Let’s Create Something Together.

C O M P L IC AT E  T H E  S O L U T I ON ( M E C H A NI C AL , S O C I A L , 

P E R SO NA L ) C OYOT E  I N  T H E  C O R P SE



Thank You


